MEETING OUTCOMES
PILON EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EC)
16-17 May 2018
Nadi, Fiji
1. Status of PILON funding arrangements
EC members noted the payment of the final instalments, made by Australia and New Zealand, under
the 2016-2018 PILON funding arrangement for the Secretariat’s operations. Australia and Samoa
have also renewed a funding agreement to cover PILON activities for the coming 12 months.
EC members expressed their appreciation for the continued support of the Samoan Government's
hosting of the PILON Secretariat.
2. Tabling of six month operational financial report (July to December 2017)
EC members noted the six month operational financial report tabled by the Secretariat (see
attached). It was again reiterated that all Secretariat travel costs should be captured in this account,
regardless of which activity it relates to. The Secretariat advised EC that changes have been made to
the procedure for expenditure approvals to help ensure that these charges go to the correct
account. The Secretariat informed the EC that the outstanding payment to the Solomon Star has
been made.
3. Tabling of 2018-19 operational budget
EC members noted the 2018-19 Secretariat Office Budget (see attached) and requested that
insurance be purchased to cover travel of Secretariat staff as well as insurance for other assets such
as computers and laptops. The Secretariat advised EC that three (3) quotes for travel insurance have
been obtained. It was noted secretariat assets such as computers and laptops are included in the
SOAG asset register and maybe covered by SOAG insurance. The Secretariat undertook to confirm
the status of the IT asset insurance with SOAG.
The Secretariat also informed the EC that, following the advice of PPA members, the IPA subscription
of 2017 has been paid up. The 2018 subscription will also be paid.
4. Update from the Secretariat
A.

PILON Working Group Activities
i.
Cybercrime
The EC members were informed about preparations for a workshop on Combatting Online Child
Abuse in the Pacific hosted by the Kingdom of Tonga, through the Tongan Attorney-General’s office,
from 12-15 June 2018, with financial support from the Council of Europe and the Government of
Australia through DFAT. Three representatives from all member countries were invited and speakers
have been sourced from Europe, Australia and industry including Facebook. The EC members noted
that preparations were well under way and a high level of participation from senior representatives
of PILON member countries is anticipated.
EC noted the high level of interests in the cybercrime workshop and the opportunity presented to
raise PILON’s profile in the region. EC requested the Secretariat to look into obtaining PILON banners
that could be used to raise PILON’s profile at these cybercrime workshops and other events.
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ii. Environmental Crime and Corruption
The EC members were informed that the working group have held a number of teleconferences so
far this year and continue to work on further development of the Guiding Principles for Protecting
Whistleblowers and Encouraging Public Interest Disclosures.
iii. SGBV Working Group
The EC members were informed that the SGBV WG have also held a number of teleconferences this
year to explore options for implementation of the General Principles for Obtaining the Best Evidence
from Vulnerable Witnesses to Sexual and Gender Based Violence Offences. The EC members were
informed that the working group are finalising their training needs matrix to identify possible
training themes for implementation training on an aspect of the Principles early next year (2019).
EC members also noted the recent agreement by PILON delegates to set up email contact lists that
could be used to request advice and assistance from Pacific colleagues. EC members requested that
the Secretariat assist the Tongan AG with the creation of the email lists, for senior legal advisors,
senior prosecutors and legislative drafters and that the lists be made available for this purpose to
relevant list members.
B. Stocktake on Criminalisation of methamphetamine in the Pacific
Members were informed that, following the request of PILON members at the 2017 annual meeting,
the Stocktake on criminalisation of methamphetamine in the Pacific was sent to all Members.
Countries that have not yet commented on the attached analysis were advised to continue to direct
comments and corrections to the Australian AG’s Department.
C. Engagement with PIFS
EC members noted the appointment of Mr Viliame Wilikilagi as the Regional Security Adviser for
PIFS. The Secretariat advised EC that a Security Questionnaire on the development of a Biketawa
Plus Declaration was submitted on behalf of PILON. The Secretariat also completed a USP-led ICT
working group questionnaire on cybersecurity on behalf of PILON at the request of PIFS.
EC Members also noted that an invitation from PIFS was extended, including an offer of funding for
the PILON Secretariat, to a workshop on Legislating for Climate Smart Disaster Risk Management in
the Pacific, from 6 - 8 June 2018, Suva. It was agreed by the EC that Mr Johnathen Kawakami, Deputy
Attorney General, RMI who is already attending the workshop in this capacity, would also represent
PILON.
Pacific Legislative Drafters’ Forum: The EC members noted the Pacific Legislative Drafters’
Conference on Drafting in the 21st Century - Towards 2050 from 4-6 April 2018, in Canberra,
Australia. The Secretariat confirmed that the PLDF Outcome Statement for 2017 has been uploaded
onto PILON website.
D. Update on Pacific Prosecution Association Activities
EC members were informed that the International Association of Prosecutors (IAP) Meeting that was
planned to be held in Vanuatu in April 2018 has been postponed to November 2018. Vanuatu are yet
to confirm whether they are able to commit to hosting a PPA meeting in conjunction with IAP.
The Secretariat advised EC that the PPA have held a number of teleconferences this year to discuss
the development of a model regional prosecution code, with no concrete progress to date. It was
also noted that the PILON Secretariat’s role in relation to PPA is restricted to organising PPA
Executive teleconferences and the logistics for the PPA Conference.
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EC members were informed of the free webinars organised by GPEN through our IAP partnership
and invitations were sent to all PPA members to attend. The IAP 4th Annual IAP Global Forum for
Prosecutors Associations is scheduled on 5th -7th Sept 2018, South Africa.
E. Engagement with PICP
EC members were informed of the change in management for PICP. The new Executive Director is
Carl McLennan. He replaces Waata Shepherd, and Jonelle Lancashire replaces Kevin Kneebone as
Secretariat Officer. The Secretariat confirmed that PICP worked together with PILON to identify the
nominated participants from each country for the Tonga Cybercrime Workshop. The Secretariat
informed EC members that the PICP Annual meeting will be in Nauru in August 2018. EC noted that,
to date, a draft Agenda has not been received.
Overview of Pacific Child Abuse Offenses: EC noted the work that the Australian Attorney-General’s
Department has been progressing on behalf of PILON, at the request of PICP, on a review of Pacific
child abuse offences with the view to presenting detailed analysis at the PICP Annual Meeting in
August 2018 and the PILON Annual Meeting in October 2018. EC noted that a draft of the review is
also intended to be discussed at the cybercrime workshop in Tonga in June, in particular the cyber
aspects of the legislative review. EC requested that AAGD circulate the draft review, including an
explanation of the offences, for comment prior to the cybercrime workshop.
F. Engagement with PIDC
EC Members noted PIDC’s acceptance of PILON’s application as a registered PIDC observer member.
Members were also informed of the PIDC Annual Meeting scheduled in Fiji from 26 to 28 June 2018
on Climate Change and Migration.
G. Asia Pacific Group
EC members noted the 2018 APG Annual Meeting and Technical Assistance (TA) Forum 21-27 July
2018 in Nepal and requested that the PILON Secretariat provide the meeting with a brief written
update on the work of the Cybercrime Working Group activities.
5.

Update from AGD

i.
PILON Secondment Program
EC members noted that since the PILON Secondment Program had opened two years ago, no
applications from the Pacific had been received. EC agreed to cease this Program and remove the
allocated funding for it from the PILON Activity Budget for 2018-19.
ii.
Oxford International (OXIO)
EC members agreed that a draft headnote about PILON for Oxford International Organizations
(OXIO), an online database with annotated documents pertaining to the law of international
organizations would be prepared by AGD and would be settled with EC members before submission.
6. PILON Charter and Rules of Procedure
EC members discussed the draft amendments to the PILON Charter and Rules of Procedure, which
were amended by AAGD in accordance with the discussions at the 2017 PILON Annual Meeting.
EC members agreed that proposed Article 5(6) of the draft amended Charter be removed and the
word ‘appointing’ in proposed Article 5(2) (a) be amended to ‘recommending’.
EC members endorsed the draft amended PILON Charter and accompanying discussion paper and
requested the Secretariat to circulate to PILON member countries for comment. EC members noted
that any comments received on the draft amended Charter will be considered by EC, prior to a final
draft being circulated to PILON members, at least one month prior to the 2018 Annual Meeting.
EC members requested that the Secretariat prepare a presentation on key provisions of the
amended Charter for the 2018 PILON Annual Meeting, in particular highlighting Article 6(3) which
allows PILON country members to make voluntary financial contributions.
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7. PILON Travel Policy
The Secretariat tabled a draft PILON travel policy, as requested by PILON Country Members at the
2017 PILON Annual Meeting. EC members endorsed the PILON Travel Policy, subject to a number of
small amendments.
EC members requested that the Secretariat ensure that paragraph 3 (d) Responsibilities of
Participants is included in all invitations to PILON events and all itinerary confirmation emails to
ensure that all nominated and funded PILON candidates know about their responsibilities under the
PILON Travel Policy.
8. PILON Annual Meeting 2018 Cook Islands
i. Planning Updates
The Cook Islands confirmed its intention to host the PILON Annual Meeting from 9-11 October 2018
and provided an update on preparations.
EC members noted the intention to have a presenter on each of the three PILON Strategic priorities
and agreed that the meeting agenda should be structured so that the presenters would be together
with each of the working group updates. EC members requested the Secretariat to confirm the
proposed speaker for cybercrime with the working group Chair.
The Cook Islands requested that the Secretariat amend the invitations to ask self-funded members
to include the code “PILOND” when booking accommodation and to use the code “PILON” when
booking for funded members. The Secretariat was also requested to identify the heads of
delegation as soon as possible, so that the appropriate accommodation can be made.
EC members requested that the Secretariat continue to liaise with American Samoa on inclusion and
attendance at the 2018 PILON Annual Meeting in the Cook Islands. EC members agreed that the
PILON Annual Meeting is not an open meeting and advised that the attendance of non-members or
non-presenters should be discouraged by the Secretariat.
EC members requested the PILON Secretariat obtain desktop country flags for each member country
to be retained by the PILON Secretariat for use at PILON annual meetings. EC members also
requested that the Secretariat confirm with working group Chairs on whether the working groups
would like to hold a 2-3 hour meeting on the day before the annual meeting. EC members
requested that the Secretariat liaise with the Cook Islands and send out invitations (including a
request for shirt/dress sizes) as soon as possible, pending feedback from working groups about
meeting on the 8th October 2018.
EC members noted Samoa’s offer in-principle to host PILON in 2019 and agreed that this offer should
be made to PILON members, subject to confirmation by Samoa.
ii. Country Report template
EC members agreed that the country report template should be amended to require delegates to
present on one key law and justice achievement that is relevant to one of the three PILON Strategic
priorities. EC members requested that the Secretariat remind the Chair to re-inforce the ten minute
presentation deadline at the start of the meeting. EC members also requested that the Secretariat
amend the country report template to ensure that a request for contact details of Directors of Public
Prosecutions is included.
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9. PILON Strategic Plan 2019-2021
i.
Submissions by the PILON working groups
Proposals for post-2018 work plans were tabled by the Secretariat on behalf of the working groups.
The Chair of the SGBV WG tabled a further report including a training plan outline for
implementation of the SGBV General Principles.
EC members considered the working group submissions and noted the large amount of
anti-corruption work being undertaken by the UNDP in the region.
ii. Post-2018 Strategic Priorities
EC members noted that the resources of the PILON Secretariat were stretched when supporting the
working group activities of three strategic priority areas. EC members noted issue of environmental
crime and corruption remains an ongoing and significant concern for Pacific nations, but agreed that
PILON resources were better utilised in progressing two strategic priorities
EC members noted the outstanding work undertaken by the ECC WG, in particular the Chair, Mr
Graham Leung.
iii.
Strategic Plan 2019-21
EC members requested that the Secretariat draft a new Strategic Plan 2019-21 that includes a more
dynamic vision for PILON, identifies Cybercrime and Sexual and Gender Based Violence as ongoing
strategic priorities and is aligned with the draft amended PILON Charter. EC members requested the
Secretariat to circulate ‘mending the nets’ and the PILOM review document to assist with EC
consideration of PILON’s vision.
It was agreed that the Secretariat would also draft a discussion paper to accompany the new
strategic plan which would explain the adjustment to two strategic priorities and also include a short
paragraph to explain the reasons that climate change (as discussed at the 2017 annual meeting) was
not supported as a strategic priority for PILON. EC members agreed that the draft would be settled
by EC prior to circulation to PILON member countries for input, so that it could be settled for
endorsement at the annual meeting.
iv.
PILON logo
EC members agreed that consideration could be given to a new, updated logo for PILON and
requested the Secretariat look into holding a competition for a new logo design, with the final
decision to be made at the 2018 annual meeting.
10.

Other Matters

i.
Request for funding from PacLII
EC Members noted that a PILON nominee is no longer required on the external relations board of
PacLII. It was also noted that Professor Eric Colvin is now Director of PacLII, replacing Dr Anita Jowitt.
EC members requested the Secretariat prepare a response from PILON to PacLII’s letter of 11 May
2018 requesting funding. It was agreed that PILON would request a more detailed funding proposal,
including existing funding sources, a budget for PacLII (including revenue and expenditure) and an
explanation of funding categories. EC members agreed that the letter will contain a suggestion that
PacLII use the PIFS or UNODA formulas to determine contributions. It was agreed that PacLII’s letter
would not be distributed to PILON Members, a more detailed proposal was received, as requested
by members at the 2017 annual meeting.
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ii.
Presentation by RRRT
Mr Miles Young, of the Pacific Community’s Regional Rights Resource Team, gave a presentation to
the EC members, in particular on their work implementing family protection legislation across the
Pacific. It was noted that the Secretariat should stay in contact with RRRT to ensure
complementarity and avoid overlap between their work and PILON’s agenda.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Six month operational financial report (July to December 2018)
2. 2018-19 Secretariat Office Budget
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