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Form guidance
Question	Guidance
What is the purpose of	A Victim Impact Statement helps victims of crime, their support people and a Victim Impact	witnesses in the to share the impact of the offender’s actions on them or the Statement?	victim. The court will take this into account when determining what sentence
to give the offender.
Vulnerable witnesses do not have to use this form. You can decide whether Do I need to use this  this form will help them share the impacts of the crime. While the statement form?	is usually in writing, witnesses may be able to provide a verbal statement in
court.
Who can help a	Family members should not help vulnerable witnesses to complete Victim vulnerable witness to	Impact Statements. There are other support people who can help though. If prepare a Victim	you need help, ask the witness support officer and they can help you or find Impact Statement?	someone else who can. If you are supporting a vulnerable witness, you can
guide them through the form by reading out the headings and questions.
This form has blank spaces so vulnerable witnesses can write or draw
How to use this form	pictures. If you are supporting a vulnerable witness, you can fill it in for them by reading the questions and asking the vulnerable witness how they would
like to respond. You can add more pages if you run out of space.
Read the questions and answer any that apply. You don’t have to answer all What should I include	of them. Make sure you include the vulnerable witness’s full name and the in this form and what	date the form was completed. You can attach supporting documents such documents can I	as letters, photographs, drawings, medical reports, receipts or bills for attach?	medical treatment, particularly if it is ongoing. Refrain from giving opinions
about the offender’s behaviour unrelated to the offence.

When is the Victim	The Victim Impact Statement should be prepared after a conviction or a
Impact Statement	guilty plea.
prepared?

For the purposes of a Victim Impact Statement, a victim may be the victim in Who can make a Victim	the prosecution, or another person directly affected. In some jurisdictions Impact Statement?	legislation will provide for who can make a Victim Impact Statement, and in
others it will be at the discretion of the court.
The prosecutor usually presents the statement in court. You should let the
Who presents the	prosecutor know if you would like to read out or explain their statement. Victim Impact	Alternatively, someone else could read it out or explain it for them. You can Statement in court?	do it in camera/zoom/ CCTV or other alternative methods where you don’t
have to face the offender.
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	Form guidance

	Question
	Guidance

	What is the purpose of a Victim Impact Statement?
	A Victim Impact Statement helps victims of crime, their support people and witnesses in the to share the impact of the offender’s actions on them or the victim. The court will take this into account when determining what sentence to give the offender.

	
Do I need to use this form?
	Vulnerable witnesses do not have to use this form. You can decide whether this form will help them share the impacts of the crime. While the statement is usually in writing, witnesses may be able to provide a verbal statement in court.

	Who can help a vulnerable witness to prepare a Victim Impact Statement?
	Family members should not help vulnerable witnesses to complete Victim Impact Statements. There are other support people who can help though. If you need help, ask the witness support officer and they can help you or find someone else who can. If you are supporting a vulnerable witness, you can guide them through the form by reading out the headings and questions.

	
How to use this form
	This form has blank spaces so vulnerable witnesses can write or draw pictures. If you are supporting a vulnerable witness, you can fill it in for them by reading the questions and asking the vulnerable witness how they would like to respond. You can add more pages if you run out of space.

	
What should I include in this form and what documents can I attach?
	Read the questions and answer any that apply. You don’t have to answer all of them. Make sure you include the vulnerable witness’s full name and the date the form was completed. You can attach supporting documents such as letters, photographs, drawings, medical reports, receipts or bills for medical treatment, particularly if it is ongoing. Refrain from giving opinions about the offender’s behaviour unrelated to the offence.

	When is the Victim Impact Statement prepared?
	
The Victim Impact Statement should be prepared after a conviction or a guilty plea.

	
Who can make a Victim Impact Statement?
	For the purposes of a Victim Impact Statement, a victim may be the victim in the prosecution, or another person directly affected. In some jurisdictions legislation will provide for who can make a Victim Impact Statement, and in others it will be at the discretion of the court.

	
Who presents the Victim Impact Statement in court?
	The prosecutor usually presents the statement in court. You should let the prosecutor know if you would like to read out or explain their statement.
Alternatively, someone else could read it out or explain it for them. You can do it in camera/zoom/ CCTV or other alternative methods where you don’t have to face the offender.
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About you
Questions


	About you

	Questions
	Who is completing this form?
	

	
	If you are not the victim, is this form being completed on behalf of the victim?
	

	
	If you are not the victim, what is your relationship to the victim?
	

	
	What is the victim’s name?
	

	
	What is the victim’s age?
	

	
	What is the name of the offender and what were they charged with?
	



	Before the crime
	After the crime

	Q1 Your feelings
How did you feel about your life before the crime?
	How do you feel now?
For example, do you feel hurt, grief, anger, shame, or fear? Do you have nightmares or trouble sleeping?

	



→
	

	Q2 Physical harm
Did you have any injuries before the offender hurt you?
	What injuries do you have now?
Do you need to keep taking medicine or treatment for these injuries? Can you still do all of the things you used to do?

	



→
	





SENSITIVE ONCE COMPLETED[bookmark: _GoBack]Who is completing this form?
If you are not the victim, is this form being completed on behalf of the victim?
If you are not the victim, what is your relationship to the victim?
What is the victim’s name? What is the victim’s age?
What is the name of the offender and what
were they charged with?


Before the crime	After the crime
Q1 Your feelings	How do you feel now?
How did you feel about your life before the	For example, do you feel hurt, grief, anger, shame,
crime?	or fear? Do you have nightmares or trouble
sleeping?




→




Q2 Physical harm	What injuries do you have now?
Did you have any injuries before the offender	Do you need to keep taking medicine or treatment
hurt you?	for these injuries? Can you still do all of the things
you used to do?




→
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Q3 Interactions with friends and family	Do you still want to do these things?
What sorts of things would you do with friends	If you don’t do these things anymore, how do you and family before the offender hurt you?	spend your time now?







→







Q4 School or study
What sorts of things would you do at school or	Do you still want to do these things?
study before the offender hurt you?	If these things have changed, what is different?







→

	Q3 Interactions with friends and family What sorts of things would you do with friends and family before the offender hurt you?
	Do you still want to do these things?
If you don’t do these things anymore, how do you spend your time now?

	





→
	

	Q4 School or study
What sorts of things would you do at school or study before the offender hurt you?
	Do you still want to do these things?
If these things have changed, what is different?

	





→
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	Q5 The future
Before the crime, how did you feel about your future?
	
How do you feel about the future now?

	





→
	



I certify that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I will be liable to prosecution if I have knowingly stated anything that is false or misleading in any particular.Q5 The future
Before the crime, how did you feel about your	How do you feel about the future now?
future?







→








I certify that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I will be liable to prosecution if I have knowingly stated anything that is false or misleading in any particular.

USER NOTE: This form	Number of pages
is designed for vulnerable
witnesses. If there are	Date of completion
issues about capacity to
sign this form, do not sign	Signature of victim or carer
and instead document
these issues.	Witness to the signature

USER NOTE: This form is designed for vulnerable witnesses. If there are issues about capacity to sign this form, do not sign and instead document these issues.
Number of pages

Date of completion

Signature of victim or carer

Witness to the signature
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