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Form guidance
Question	Guidance
A Victim Impact Statement helps victims of crime, their support people and witnesses in the case to share the impact of the offender’s actions on them or the victim. The court will take this into account when determining what
What is the purpose of	sentence to give the offender. This form has been designed to help you
a Victim Impact	write your statement. Please be aware that you don’t have to use it.
Statement?
You can decide whether this form is the best way to communicate the harm
you experienced and how it has impacted on you. While the statement is usually in writing, you may be able to provide a verbal statement in court.
When is the Victim	The Victim Impact Statement should be prepared after a conviction or a
Impact Statement	guilty plea.
prepared?
For the purposes of a Victim Impact Statement, a victim may be the victim in Who can make a Victim	the prosecution, or another person directly affected. In some jurisdiction’s Impact Statement?	legislation will provide for who can make a Victim Impact Statement, and in
others it will be at the discretion of the court.
How can I use this	You can fill in this form by hand or type into it. If you need more space, you
form?	can write over the page or add typed or handwritten pages.
The prosecutor usually presents the statement in court. Ask the prosecutor if
Who presents this	you would like to read yours aloud. Alternatively, someone else could read it
form in court?	out for you. However, if you would like to read your statement yourself, you
can do it in camera/zoom/CCTV or other alternative methods where you
don’t have to face the offender.
Follow the prompting questions across the five sections to guide your
What should I include	response. You may not have answers to all of the questions - this is okay.
in this form and what	Just answer those that apply to you. Make sure you include your full name,
documents can I	the date and your signature. You can attach any supporting documents such
attach?	as letters, photographs, drawings, medical reports, receipts or bills for
medical treatment, particularly if it is ongoing. Refrain from giving opinions
about the offender’s behaviour unrelated to the offence.
Who can help if I have
more questions or	If you need help filling out this form, the prosecutor, witness support officer, require further	police officer or someone from a support agency can assist you. assistance?
There is a separate form for vulnerable witnesses such as children, people Is there a form for	with disabilities and other groups of vulnerable witnesses. Please ask the vulnerable witnesses?	witness support officer or prosecutor for the ‘Victim Impact Statement Form
for Vulnerable Witnesses’ if you are assisting a vulnerable witness.


	Form guidance

	Question
	Guidance

	


What is the purpose of a Victim Impact Statement?
	A Victim Impact Statement helps victims of crime, their support people and witnesses in the case to share the impact of the offender’s actions on them or the victim. The court will take this into account when determining what sentence to give the offender. This form has been designed to help you write your statement. Please be aware that you don’t have to use it.
You can decide whether this form is the best way to communicate the harm you experienced and how it has impacted on you. While the statement is usually in writing, you may be able to provide a verbal statement in court.

	When is the Victim Impact Statement prepared?
	The Victim Impact Statement should be prepared after a conviction or a guilty plea.

	
Who can make a Victim Impact Statement?
	For the purposes of a Victim Impact Statement, a victim may be the victim in the prosecution, or another person directly affected. In some jurisdiction’s legislation will provide for who can make a Victim Impact Statement, and in others it will be at the discretion of the court.

	How can I use this form?
	You can fill in this form by hand or type into it. If you need more space, you can write over the page or add typed or handwritten pages.

	
Who presents this form in court?
	The prosecutor usually presents the statement in court. Ask the prosecutor if you would like to read yours aloud. Alternatively, someone else could read it out for you. However, if you would like to read your statement yourself, you can do it in camera/zoom/CCTV or other alternative methods where you don’t have to face the offender.

	
What should I include in this form and what documents can I attach?
	Follow the prompting questions across the five sections to guide your response. You may not have answers to all of the questions - this is okay. Just answer those that apply to you. Make sure you include your full name, the date and your signature. You can attach any supporting documents such as letters, photographs, drawings, medical reports, receipts or bills for medical treatment, particularly if it is ongoing. Refrain from giving opinions about the offender’s behaviour unrelated to the offence.

	Who can help if I have more questions or require further assistance?
	
If you need help filling out this form, the prosecutor, witness support officer, police officer or someone from a support agency can assist you.

	
Is there a form for vulnerable witnesses?
	There is a separate form for vulnerable witnesses such as children, people with disabilities and other groups of vulnerable witnesses. Please ask the witness support officer or prosecutor for the ‘Victim Impact Statement Form for Vulnerable Witnesses’ if you are assisting a vulnerable witness.
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Victim Impact Statement Form (Standard)Victim Impact Statement Form (Standard)

Topic 1: About you
Questions
1.1 What is your name?



1.2 How old are you?


1.3 If you are not the victim, what is your relationship to the victim?

1.4 What is the name of the offender and what were they charged with?


Topic 2: Emotional suffering or psychological harm
Questions


	Topic 1: About you

	Questions
	
1.1 What is your name?
	

	
	
1.2 How old are you?
	

	
	1.3 If you are not the victim, what is your relationship to the victim?
	

	
	1.4 What is the name of the offender and what were they charged with?
	



	Topic 2: Emotional suffering or psychological harm

	Questions
	2.1 What emotions and
	

	
	feelings do you feel
	

	
	because of your
	

	
	experience (e.g. hurt,
	

	
	grief, anger, shame,
	

	
	fear)?
	

	
	2.2 How has the crime
	

	
	impacted on your
	

	
	wellbeing (e.g. trouble
	

	
	sleeping, nightmares,
	

	
	changes in behaviour)?
	

	
	2.3 Do you now require
	

	
	treatment for
	

	
	psychological effects of
	

	
	the crime including for
	

	
	depression, anxiety or
	

	
	stress?
	





SENSITIVE ONCE COMPLETED2.1 What emotions and feelings do you feel because of your experience (e.g. hurt, grief, anger, shame, fear)?

2.2 How has the crime impacted on your wellbeing (e.g. trouble sleeping, nightmares, changes in behaviour)?

2.3 Do you now require treatment for psychological effects of the crime including for depression, anxiety or stress?
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Topic 3: Physical harm
Questions

	Topic 3: Physical harm

	Questions
	

3.1 Did you sustain physical injuries as a result of the crime (e.g. broken bones, nerve damage)?
	

	
	


3.2 How have these injuries impacted on your life?
	

	
	



3.3 Do these have long term impacts?
	

	
	

3.4 Do you require current or ongoing medical treatment to manage your physical injuries?
	







SENSITIVE ONCE COMPLETED3.1 Did you sustain physical injuries as a result of the crime (e.g. broken bones, nerve damage)?







3.2 How have these injuries impacted on your life?








3.3 Do these have long term impacts?







3.4 Do you require current or ongoing medical treatment to manage your physical injuries?
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Topic 4: Economic (financial) loss
Questions

	Topic 4: Economic (financial) loss

	Questions
	


4.1 As a result of the crime, have you lost money due to an inability to work?
	

	
	

4.2 As a result of the crime, have you had to make new purchases (home security) or pay to replace items that were damaged?
	

	
	


4.3 Have you had to pay for travel to appear in court because of the crime?
	

	
	


4.4 Have you had to pay for medical treatment due to injuries arising from the crime?
	







SENSITIVE ONCE COMPLETED4.1 As a result of the crime, have you lost money due to an inability to work?






4.2 As a result of the crime, have you had to make new purchases (home security) or pay to replace items that were damaged?






4.3 Have you had to pay for travel to appear in court because of the crime?







4.4 Have you had to pay for medical treatment due to injuries arising from the crime?
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Topic 5: Social harm
Questions
5.1 As a result of the crime have your interactions with family or friends changed? If so, please explain







5.2 Have your other relationships changed as a result of the crime?








5.3 Have your work or study relationships changed?

	Topic 5: Social harm

	Questions
	

5.1 As a result of the crime have your interactions with family or friends changed? If so, please explain
	

	
	


5.2 Have your other relationships changed as a result of the crime?
	

	
	


5.3 Have your work or study relationships changed?
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Topic 6: General comments
Questions

	Topic 6: General comments

	Questions
	



6.1 How different do you think your future will be as a result of the crime?
	

	
	



6.1 What you miss most about your life before the crime?
	



I certify that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I will be liable to prosecution if I have knowingly stated anything that is false or misleading in any particular.6.1 How different do you think your future will be as a result of the crime?








6.1 What you miss most about your life before the crime?






I certify that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I will be liable to prosecution if I have knowingly stated anything that is false or misleading in any particular.

Number of pages Date of completion Signature of victim
Witness to the signature


	Number of pages
	

	Date of completion
	

	Signature of victim
	

	Witness to the signature
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